The Art of
Backing

Drivers’

\  Proceed very dowly, especidly if you' rebacking with
atraler such asachipper. Going dowly givesyou
more reactiontimeto correct your steering.

at driving activity occupies|essthan one

percent of adriver’stime behind thewhed, but

resultsin approximately 25 percent of all
collisons? vV If any doubt arises—get out and recheck.
Backing. Makethischecklist part of your everyday driving proce-
dure. Not only canit protect the safety of the general
public, it will help you keep aclean driving record and
avoid havingtotell your supervisor you backedinto a
vehicle, theclient’shouse, or aperson.

Do not become complacent! True, most backing colli-
sionsresultinlessinjury or damagethan most “going
forward” injuries. Even so, carel essbacking causes
seriousinjuriesand fatalitiesevery year. Don'tletthis
happento you.

When backing, remember that rear visionisrestricted.
You must take severa precautionstoimprovevision and
avoidcallisons:
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' Plan ahead and park so that backing isavoided, when
possible.
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\  Backwhenyouarrive, rather thanwhenyou are
ready toleave, when possible.

\ Alwayswalk around the back of your vehiclebefore
backing.

\  Useahelper to assist backing. Coordinate hand
signasso you know what the helper istellingyouto
do. If youlosesight of the helper, stop immediately.

' Haveatraffic control flagger to assist when backing
into roads, if necessary.

' Sound your horn asawarning when pedestriansare
nearby.

' Constantly check mirrorsasyou proceed.

4 I IECW OTKET,



