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At this time of year in many parts of the
country, the effects of high winds,
heavy rains and lightning are making

tree work even more hazardous.

You should approach every job by
assessing the workplace hazards, coming
up with a plan to reduce or eliminate the
hazards, and communicating everything to
the crew through a job briefing. You
certainly should follow this procedure in
the immediate aftermath of a storm!

For additional guidance on dealing
with storm-damaged trees, please
see this month’s bilingual Mr. Safety
on page 7.

Sometimes the storm-caused
hazards are obvious and fairly easy
to measure, as with this picture of a
lightning-struck oak. Figuring out how to do the removal
without unreasonable risk to the crew and the public can be
another matter! In this case, securing the tree with load-
rated binders, using low-impact rigging techniques with
surrounding trees for rigging points and bringing in an aerial
lift reduced the hazard to an acceptable level.

. . . continued on page 6.

Most storm-related tree hazards are more difficult to
detect and quantify.

A fallen electrical conductor could
have energized the tree, fallen limbs,
or even other conductive objects on
the ground around the tree, such as
swing sets and chain link fences.

Limbs under tension can snap
unexpectedly or break prematurely
when being cut. “Read the tree” carefully
before you begin cutting.

When working on a downed tree, try to
work from the outside in and from the top
down. Unless or until the trunk is flat on the
ground such that it cannot roll, it is best to
have only one person cutting on the tree.

Broken branches can lodge in the canopy.
Cracked branches can fail unexpectedly.
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STORMS . . .continued from page 1

Position yourself out of harm’s way.

One of the most difficult-to-detect and dangerous tree
situations after a storm is the total tree failure caused by
saturated soils and root system failure. Total tree failures are
common after hurricanes dump massive amounts of rain.
The combination of high winds and unstable soil can bring
down susceptible trees.

Among the most susceptible are large, overmature trees that
may already be suffering some root loss through decay or
man’s activities or shallow-rooted, forest fringe trees in new
construction areas.

Unless you see soil heaving on one side of the tree’s base,
indicating that failure is imminent, it
can be difficult to predict total tree
failure. It is best therefore to be
aware of the conditions that cause it
and the type of tree in which it is
likeliest to be a problem.

Working after a storm is not
Situation Normal! Stay safe with
these three steps:
1. Assess the hazards.
2. Decide how to reduce or

eliminate the hazards.
3. Communicate the plan to

everyone on the crew through job
briefing.

Typical storm-related hazards: Electricity,
limbs under tension, tree parts that could
still fail, poor footing, etc.

Tornadoes wreak havoc on trees! National Severe Storms
Laboratory photo, taken in Texas.
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